
 “This is exactly what 
Christ promised: eternal life, real 

life!” 
1 John 2:25, The Message 

 
 I hope that this Lenten 

Season has been a blessing to 
you.  If not, the old adage is so 

often true, “you reap what you sow.”   For me, this 
Lenten Season has been unlike any that I have ever 
experienced.   As most of you know, two weeks be-
fore Lent began, Jeannie ended up at CMC NE where 
it was discovered and later confirmed that her heart 
has weakened and needs additional stimulation which 
should get her heart back into proper rhythm.  She 
has been out of work the entire Lenten Season 
awaiting her April 3 surgery.  In addition, on March 7, 
my Father was told that his lungs have worsened, and 
the next day my Mom was on the way to Forsyth 
Medical Center in Winston-Salem where she has been 
seriously ill for the remainder of March.  And who can 
forget, I certainly can’t, my personal struggle with 
gout.  Many people have noted that Job did not have 
a lot on me! 
 
 Fortunately, at the same time that I was deal-
ing with all of these family matters, I was refocusing 
my faith during Lent on a Savior who promised to be 
with me through all of my difficulties and promised 
me and all of His children eternal life through our be-
lief in Him.  All will be well in the end, no matter how 
difficult things become.  Jeannie and my Mother have 
exhibited to me a special peace that they live with as 
they continually acknowledge God’s faithful love for 
them and presence with them. 
 
 As I have spent countless hours in the hospital 
helping to nurture my Mom back to a life as normal 
as her condition will allow, I have been strengthened 
in many ways by keeping The Hymn of Promise in my 
heart and on my mind.  Ever since I was introduced to 
this hymn through our United Methodist Hymnal, it 
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has touched my heart and brought great inspiration 
to me. 
 
 Natalie Sleeth wrote this hymn in 1985 when 
Pasadena Community Church in St. Petersburg, Flori-
da commissioned her to write a special anthem for 
their music festival which was held in March.  The 
hymn was well received and also greatly enjoyed by 
her husband, Dr. Ronald Sleeth, a noted theologian 
and seminary professor.  Upon returning home to 
Denver from the music festival, Dr. Sleeth was diag-
nosed with cancer and died 25 days later.  The only 
song he wanted played at his funeral was The Hymn 
of Promise, written by his wife less than a month earli-
er.  This hymn which speaks of new birth in different 
seasons had resonated with Natalie Sleeth’s husband.  
“From the past will come the future; what it holds, a 
mystery, unrevealed until its season, something God 
alone can see.”  My family and I do not know what 
will happen but we do know, as the hymn reminds us, 
that God is involved.  I hope that this message rings 
true for you during this Easter season and beyond. 
 
 Finally, Hymn of Promise’s last verse sums up 
the message of Easter so well and I want to share it 
with you.  “In our end is our beginning; in our time, 
infinity, in our doubt there is believing; in our life, 
eternity.  In our death, a resurrection, at the last a 
victory, unrevealed until its season, something God 
alone can see.”  I do not know if the Easter message 
can be explained any better than that.  I know that I 
find great assurance in the promise of eternity with 
Christ and my loved ones.  I hope that you and your 
family enjoy a blessed Easter and health and prosperi-
ty for the remainder of 2013 and beyond! 
             

 

    Pastor David   

 

                      

Rev.  David Raiford 

EMAIL: mtmitchell@ctc.net  PASTOR: REV. DAVID RAIFORD  PHONE: (704) 933-0155  WEBSITE: www.mtmitchellumc.com 



Mission Corner  

 
"Whatever you do for even the least of these, my brothers, you do for me." Matthew 25:40  

 
Labor of Love (LOL) – Thanks 

  

    
On Saturday, March 02, Jerry Burris, Tom Goodman, Jim Griffith, and David Raiford worked at the home of Bill and Dorothy Brooks 

where they took care of several repairs.  They completed the following tasks. 
 

Painted the bathroom  

Sanded and stained the inside banister 

Sanded and painted the wrought iron out front 
 

The work went well and the couple was elated with the results. 
 

Jeannie and David Raiford attended the celebration supper at Rocky Ridge at the end of the day. 
 

We would like to thank these four men who completed the work and David Maulden and Jerry Burris for organizing this effort.  
 

Samaritan’s Table – Our next Samaritan’s table will be Thursday, May 30. 
 

Our remaining dates for Samaritan’s Table are May 30, August 29 & October 31.  
 

St Jude’s Ranch for Children – Bring greeting cards to the mailroom. 
 

Please continue to bring your greeting cards to the mailroom.  All cards are acceptable except Hallmark, Disney 

and American Greeting cards.  Please bring the fronts only of your old cards and put them in the designated box 

in the mailroom.  We mailed 28.8 pounds of cards in March. 
 

Bostian Elementary School – Bring Box Tops for Education, Labels for Education, and Bottle Caps from Coca

-Cola products to mailroom. 
 

We continue to collect Box Tops for Education for Bostian Elementary.  Just look for the Box Tops coupons 

(and bonus coupons) on hundreds of products like Cheerios®, Hamburger Helper® and Kleenex®. 
 
 

We are also now collecting Labels for Education for Bostian.  We need labels, including the UPC code, from 

products such as BIC, Campbell Soup, Dannon Kids Yogurts, Glad, Pepperidge Farm, Post Cereals, Prego,  
 

SpaghettiOs, Swanson, and V8.   

A UPC code looks like this.     
 

 

 

 

Go to this web site to see a complete list of qualifying products.  

http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/Participating-Products 
 

We are also collecting bottle caps from Coca-Cola products for Bostian.  
 

Please place coupons, labels, and bottle caps in the designed box in the church mailroom. 
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PRAYER SHAWL 
The Prayer Shawl Group meets every Tuesday 
evening at 6:00 p.m.  

 

 

February 2013 
Report on Prayer Shawl 
 20 shawls were given out  $58.77  
expenses. 
 

 

Sr. UMYF & YOUNG ADULTS 
Anyone interested in our Sr. UMYF and Young Adults should 

contact Angela Sharpe at:  

angela.j.sharpe@gmail.com,  

http://www.facebook.com/angela.j.sharpe 

704.699.4299 

 

Boy Scout Troop #591 Meets Every Thursday 

Night at 7:00pm 

 

KIA (Jr. UMYF)   

KIDS IN ACTION! 
 

Anyone interested in our KIA group should 

contact Gerhard Wolf or Janice Wensil at 

(704) 932-8554. K.I.A. is for children and 

youth ages two through seventh grade. KIA 

(Kid’s in Action for Christ) typically meets the 

fourth Sunday of each month. 

 Parents need to contact Donna Goodman ASAP if 
they have a child graduating this spring from high 

school or college (or graduated n De-
cember).  We will recognize graduates 
at a service in June.  Parents need to 
submit information about their child to 
the church office by May 5 for the 
Newsletter. This information may in-

clude accomplishments, awards, etc. and future 
plans for college and/or a job.  A photo may be in-
cluded.   
 

*************************************************************** 
Lay Servant Training  
Beginning in 2013, all lay speakers will be called Lay Serv-

ants. There are local church lay servants and certified lay 

servants. This program is leading, caring and communi-

cating. This encourages what lay speakers do in ministry. 

There is a training class being held at Epworth UMC in Con-

cord on April 6-7 for  local church servants and for  cer ti-

fied servants. I have a brochure with information if anyone is 

interested or needs renewal. Please see Pastor David or 

Janice Wensil for information.  

Mt. Mitchell Messenger, April 2013 - Page 3 

Zumba Moves from Thursday Night 
to Tuesdays! 

----------------------------------------------- 
 You spoke and we listened!  We 
heard you say that Thursdays just 
weren't good for many of you but 

you wanted to give Tuesdays a try.  We are go-
ing to make that happen!  The Thursday night 
class is now cancelled but we have added a 

Tuesday night class in the Mt. Mitchell fellow-
ship hall at 6:30 p.m.  (The Monday class will 

remain the same.)  Help us get the word 
out ...and please, join the party tonight at 6:30! 

 
Mt. Mitchell Zumba 

*********************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report on UMW Sunday, March 10th 
Speaker: Cathy Lane 

     Cathy and Phil are dear friends of Pastor David 
and Jeannie from Shoals, NC where they are mem-
bers of Shoals UMC.  Cathy is a nurse by trade and 
has worked at Baptist Hospital in Winston-Salem for 
the past 20 years.  She recently completed her sec-
ond trip to Haiti as part of a mission team lead by 
Joseph Fulk.   Cathy shared her first hand experi-
ences from her Haitian mission trip through her 
message and a photo slide presentation.  

2013 Mt. Mitchell UMW Special Membership Pin 
Recipient 

Betty Goodwin 

In the past, Betty has held the 

position of Vice President of 

the Unit and  was active with 

our VBS.  She loves to shop & 

cares for deeply for others, 

which both qualities come in handy when she shops 

for clothing for the needy, for special friends. She 

has a beautiful voice that she uses to glorify God 

whenever she gets the chance. She is also good 

with money & is trustworthy which are attributes that 

she uses in her position as her circle’s treasurer.  

She is always one of the first to volunteer when 

there the need. She juggles many positions of moth-

er, wife, daughter, sister, along with spending many 

hours at her public job.                                                                                           

                                              Continued on page 7 

 
 
 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

The UM Men typically meet the 3rd Sunday of most 

months in the fellowship hall at 7:30 a.m.  Their next 



Mt. Mitchell Messenger - Page 4 

   Give the gift of life! 

 

Blood Drive 

Be on the Look Out for 

our Next Blood Drive!! 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Please help us out!  Contact the church office any time 

you have a change of address or phone  

number.   

This helps us to keep our  

records current and keeps you informed.   

ZUMBA  
 

Mondays 6:30pm  and  

Tuesdays 6:30pm   

The cost  is $3.00 per 

class. 

 

Cooperative Christian  

Ministries 
  

Food Pantry for April:  

Canned Vegetables, Sugar, 

 Cereal and Peanut Butter 

      
 

 

 
 
 
 

No One In the Office?   
 

Drop  a note, announcement, etc., in the file  

folders on the bulletin board located outside  

the main office for the Pastor; Administrative  

Assistant; Custodian & Trustees. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Got something that needs to be put 

on the church sign or in the news-

paper? E-mail or call Myra Parnell 

directly at mparnell48@gmail.com,  

704-298-0904 or 980-621-2418.   

 

UPPER ROOM  

DEVOTIONALS  
  

Upper Room Devotionals are 

available every two months in 

the Mail Room behind the  

sanctuary.  

Donations to help offset our cost are appreciated.  

Regular print: $.75, Large print $1.11. 

  BULLETIN DEADLINE? 

  Every Wednesday by 11:00 a.m.   
 
 

  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE? 
  15th of each month 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS 
 

If you have an emergency come up during this transi-

tion time, please contact the appropriate person.  

Some of the following numbers may be helpful: 

Pastor David cell: 704-960-3194 

Church Office: 704-933-0155 

Janice Wensil (Lay Leader)  Home: 704-932-8554   

Cell: 704-796-1671 

Ethel Mills: (PPRC Chair) 704-932-8034 

David Maulden: (Finance Chair) Home: 704-786-

8886 

Cell: 980-622-5236 

Billy Cook (Treasurer) Home: 704-932-2466 

Cell: 704-783-9424 

Ronnie Wensil (Trustee Chair) Home: 704-932-8554 

RECYCLED CARDS 

Donate your used Greeting cards by 

dropping them off in the box in the 

mail room.  All you have to do is to 

cut off the front of your used Greeting 

cards and put them in the box. All 

cards are accepted with the excep-

tion of Hallmark, American Greeting 

& Disney.  



REMEMBER IN YOUR 
PRAYERS: 

Thelma Archer, 

Rachel Benfield and 

Family, 

Alan Collins,  

John Collins, 

Clarence Cook,  

Irene Foutz,  

Lucy & Marion Fulk, 

Donna Goodman, 

Betty Goodwin, 

David Goodwin, 

Grace Graham, 

James Kiker,  

Gaynell Kindley, 

James Long, 

Debbie Benfield McClain, 

Colt Newsome, 

Marie Newsome Long, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank Patterson, 

Claude & Dorothy  

Raiford 

Donald & Shelby Snipes, 

Andy & Angela Shumate,  

Mawsa Stirewalt,   

Angel Thompson, 

Helen Troutman, 

Thelma Tucker.  

Clarence & Dot Walter,  

Ray & Fay Wensil, 

Bogie Wilhelm  

Louise White, 

Jeannie Raiford 

APRIL SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

April Greeters: 
 

Gerhard & Sherry Wolf, Sonny Overcash 
 

April Sound A.M. & P.M:  
Billy Cook 

 

April Acolytes: 
 

  April 7 Mina/Chloe 
  April 14 Mina/Chloe 
  April 21 Mina/Chloe 
  April 28 Mina/Chloe 
  

April Ushers: 
                 . Tom & Mildred Goodman, 

Ann Newsome & Joseph Hawk 
Head:  Sonny Overcash 

Alt:  Judy Thomas & Ethel Mills 
 

April Office Volunteers: 
 

Mildred Goodman & Linda Troutman 
 

April Nursery Workers - Worship: 
 

  April 7 Ethel Mills/ Jennifer Hunter 
  April 14 Ken Thomas/ Betty Goodwin 
  April 21 Gerhard Wolf/ Terrie Bebber 
  April 28 Mickie Soto/ Myra Parnell 
       

Communion Stewards: 
Janice Wensil & Gerhard Wolf 

 
WEEKLY CALENDAR EVENTS: 

 

Mondays 6:30 PM Zumba 

Tuesdays 6:00 PM Prayer Shawl 

        6:30 PM Zumba  

Wednesdays       11:00 AM Bulletin Deadline 

 5:30 PM Children’s Music Time 

 6:15 PM Handbell Ministry 

  7:00 PM Choir 

Thursdays 11:00 AM Visitation 

  7:00 PM Boy Scout 

Saturdays         7:00 BLOOM 

Sundays  9:25 AM Individual Prayer Time 

 9:45 AM Sunday school 

11:00 AM Worship  
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******************************************************************************** 

Attendance 
 

Sunday, Feb. 3 
Sunday School: 32      
Worship: 78   
Bloom:     
 

Sunday,Feb.10  
Sunday School: 40   
Worship: 70  
Bloom:   
 

Sunday, Feb. 17 
Sunday School: 29    
Worship: 62 
Bloom:  
  

 Sunday, Feb. 24 
Sunday School: 30    
Worship: 68 
Bloom:  
 

****************************************************** 

 
RECIPES NEEDED 

 

We are looking for “Tried and 
True” recipes to post in our blog 
on the web page.  Please drop 
them in the Admin. Assist.  
Folder outside the office or 

email us at mtmitchell@ctc.net. 
 

 
     Church Office Hours! 

Hours are: 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Nursery Workers - If you know you will be unavailable for 

your assigned time, please find someone to work in your place. 

This way we can ensure that we have someone working in the 

nursery at all times.  

Thank you to all that work and dedicate their time as nursery 

workers.    



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1. 
Holiday Observed 
 

2. 3. 
 

4. 5. 
 

6. 
 
 
7:00pm Bloom  
@ in Sanctuary 

7.  
9:45 SS Class 
11:00 Worship 
 

8.  
 
 
 
6:30 Zumba 

9. 
 
 
 
6:00 Prayer Shawl 
6:30 Zumba 

10. 
 
5:30 Children’s Music 
6:15 Handbells 
7 :00 Choir 
 

11. 
 
11:00  Visitation 
 
 
7:00 Boy Scouts  

12. 
 

13. 
 
 
 
7:00pm Bloom  
@ in Sanctuary 

14.  
9:45 SS Class 
11:00 Worship 
 

15.  
Blood Drive   
 Newsletter Deadline 
 
6:30 Zumba 

16. 
 
 
6:00 Prayer Shawl 
6:30 Zumba 

17.   
 
5:30 Children’s Music 
6:15  Handbells 
7:00 Choir 

18.  
11:00 Visitation 
 
 
7:00 Boy Scouts  

19. 
    

 

20. 
 
 
7:00pm Bloom  
@ in Sanctuary 

21. 
7:30 UMM 
9:45 SS Class 
11:00 Worship 
3:30 UMW General Mtg 

22. 
 
 
 
6:30 Zumba 

23. 
 
 
6:00 Prayer Shawl 
6:30 Zumba 

24.  
10:00 Hot Dog Sale 
5:30 Children’s Music 
6:15  Handbells 
7:00 Choir 

25.  
11:00 Visitation 
 
 
7:00 Boy Scouts  

26. 
 
 

27. 
 
 
7:00pm Bloom  
@ in Sanctuary 

28. 
9:45 SS Class 
11:00 Worship 

 
 

29.  
 
6:30 Zumba 
7:00 Friendly Circle 
7:30 Christian  
Workers Circle 

30. 
 

 
 
6:00 Prayer Shawl 
6:30 Zumba 

    

  
 

     

April 2013 

April Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Every Sunday 

Individual Prayer @ 9:25 - 9:45 AM     Classes @ 9:45 AM  

Worship @ 11:00 AM 
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April 3 

Rachel Benfield 

 
April 12 

Jason Bare 

 
April 15 

Brenda Stith 

 
April 16 

Jerry Burris  
 

April 19 

Rev. David Raiford 
Elaine Wensil  

  

 
April 20 

Ronald Bowden 

 
April 22 

April Benton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
April 10 

Jack & Terrie  
Bebber 

 
April 10 

Ronnie & Ann  
        Newsome 



Mt. Mitchell Messenger, April 2013 - Page 7 

Mission Corner           continued from page 2  

Hospice – Bring individually wrapped snacks to mailroom. 
 

We continue to deliver baskets full of snacks to Hospice & Palliative Care of Cabarrus County for families of the 

Hospice patients to enjoy.  We try to make deliveries approximately twice a month. 
 

Please bring your donations of individually wrapped snacks to the mailroom and place them in the Hospice basket.  

Examples of snacks needed include individual sizes of chips, peanuts, moon pies, snack cakes, candy bars or other 

candy, peanut butter crackers, cracker jacks, and any other nonperishable snack.  
 

Cooperative Christian Ministries (CCM) - Bring food and toiletries to mailroom. Can you 
help paint? 
 

We are always collecting canned food, paper goods, and toiletries for CCM. Watch the newsletter and bulletin for 

special monthly needs. 
 

Coming soon…We have volunteered to paint the Day Center playroom at CCM sometime 

during April or May.  Keep watch for more details, and please notify Jeannie Raiford or David 

Maulden if you would like to help with this effort.  
 

Nazareth Children’s Home - Can you help with a picnic? 
 

Coming soon…We are planning another picnic at the Children’s Home.  Keep watch for 

more details, and please notify Jeannie Raiford if you would like to help with this effort. 
 

                                                         Continued from Page 3 

United Methodist Women 
Open to all women attending a United Methodist Church.   When we join together as Methodist Wom-
en, we are able to have a stronger impact on the issues of women in our area and around the world.  
For information about UMW contact Brenda Langley 704-965-7432 or  Kay Cook 704-932-2466 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
Please, take a moment to read the following that is quoted from our UMW District President’s confer-
ence gram: 
”Our PURPOSE remains the same. Mission is and has been at the heart of United Methodist women 
for over 140 years.  
 Members of local units continue to make mission possible through United Methodist Women. The jour-
ney of the mission dollar begins with you. When we combine the resources of all of our local units, 
great things are accomplished as we respond to God's call to take care of the less fortunate (Matthew 
25:31-46), especially women, children, and youth next door and around the world.  
 Through United Methodist Women, we develop new friendships, grow closer to God, increase our 
knowledge of missions, and experience joy in service to our God.  
 We have many opportunities to grow through United Methodist Women in 2013. Plans are being made 
for our Spiritual Growth Retreat in June, Mission u in July, and Annual Meeting in September.” 
On May 4, 2013, Western North Carolina Conference United Methodist Women will gather at First 
Conover UMC for Legislative Day. This event will be dedicated to learning more about Human Traffick-
ing in North Carolina. Victims of this modern day slavery could be landscaping and agricultural work-
ers, pandhandlers, day laborers, factory and sweatshop workers, hotel workers and housekeepers, in 
addition to the women, children and men trafficked in the commercial sex industry. We will also learn 
how to be advocates for victims and work for a justice system that restores victims and punishes per-
petrators. 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥  

Mt.Mitchell UMW Circles are: 
Friendly Circle      Christian Workers Circle (CWC) 
 President: Butch Burris     President:  Donna Goodman 
 Meeting time: 4

th
 Monday of each   Meeting time:  4th Monday of each 

            month at 7pm               month at 7pm 
UMW General Meeting Dates: 

Sunday, April 21 @3:30pm 
Sunday, July 21 @3:30pm 
Sunday, October 20 @3:30pm 



 

                                
.  
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CAMPOUT  FRIDAY May 3rd  
at Mt. Mitchell Yost Shelter 

Bring your tents, pop ups or campers! It is time for the Mt. 
Mitchell campout to be held at the Yost Shelter.  We will be 

roasting hot dogs over the fire and enjoying each others com-
pany.  The hot dogs will be provided. The fun begins at 5:00 
p.m. Even if you don't want to spend the night come join us 

   for all the fun. Hope to see you then.   
   If you have any questions please 

    contact Susan Carter at 704-706-0615. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rain or Shine, we still know how to hunt eggs and have a GREAT time!   

Many thanks to all that participated in the Easter Egg Hunt festivities!  


