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The earliest history of Mt Mitchell Church has come down by word of mouth, 

the old records having been lost. 

This tradition says that the church began in 1865 when Old Union Church 

(Interdenominational) split over the 

slavery issue. Eight members began meeting in the old Shinn schoolhouse. This 

group was the nucleus of Mt  

Mitchell. Others from the old Union Church organized Mt Carmel Methodist 

Episcopal Church, South; and,  

some others, the New Gilead Reformed Church. 

The records of the old Blue Ridge - Atlantic Conference of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church say that Mt Mitchell 

was organized on April 12, 1869 with 13 members. Reverend S. A. Roper was 

the pastor in charge. It is not  

known how the church got its name unless it was in honor of the Presiding 

Elder, J. S. Mitchell. However, some 

of the older members say that they were told by their ancestors that the church 

came into existence in 1865. 

This date is strengthened by the fact that when the addition was added to the old 

church in 1933, the date 

1865 was placed on the cornerstone.  

The first church was a one-room white frame building, which ran north and 

south, parallel with the road.  The pulpit  

was located in the north end of the church. Simon Barnhardt, a member of the 

church, built the chancel rail, altar  

table, and pulpit. The chancel rail from that church now forms a stair-case in the 

home of Mrs. C. F. Troutman.  

The original membership of the church grew steadily. The roll of 1886, the 

earliest records, shows that there were  

76 members, 33 male and 43 female. The male and female members were listed 

separately on the roll, with the men  

always first, until well after 1900. Records indicate that the men and women sat 



on different sides of the church;  

the women on the east side in the “A-women” corner, and the men on the west 

side in the “A-men” corner. There  

was no musical instrument in the church until about 1916, when the church 

acquired a pump organ. The hymns  

were pitched by a tuning fork by the leader.  

The earliest Sunday School was just one group, adults and children meeting 

together. Later, the children were 

separated into one corner of the church, and given small picture cards. If the 

child collected a certain number of  

these cards, he could exchange them for a card suitable to hang on the wall of 

his home. 

The church had only day services around 1900, with preaching two Sundays a 

month, one Sunday in the morning 

and the other Sunday in the afternoon. The church was then on a circuit of four 

churches with Old Smith’s Chapel 

(now Midway Church in Kannapolis), Oak Grove, and Asbury Churches in 

Mecklenburg County.  

Due to a steady growth, more Sunday School space was added by 1925; a 

vestibule and two classrooms were built  

to the south end of the church. In 1933, the old church was completely 

remodeled with four more classrooms added,  

and the exterior of the church building brick-veneered. The building served the 

congregation until the 1940’s. Plans  

were drawn for a new plant, and a building fund was begun. However, materials 

were not available due to the war,  

then in progress, so construction was delayed.  

The present church was built in 1951 at a total cost of $70,000 with the men of 

the church completing the ground  

floor. The fellowship building was constructed in 1957 at a cost of $17,000; 

and, it was dedicated on August 9, 1959  

(debt-free).  

The church parsonage was at 1308 Lane Street from 1938 until 1963. Two acres 

of land were purchased on the  

Old Salisbury Road in July, 1962 for the future construction of a parsonage, 

which was finished and occupied in 

November, 1963. The total cost of the building, landscaping, and furnishings 

was $30,000. The old parsonage was  



sold, and the congregation borrowed $10,000 to be paid in two years; however, 

this debt was paid in about one  

year. Being debt-free, this inspired the growing congregation to go ahead with 

the landscaping and paving on the  

church lawn. One acre in front of the church, which had been used since the 

“horse and buggy” days, was closed,  

and a curbed parking area was paved at the rear of the church. 

In 1978, a new three-story educational building wing was added at a cost of 

$355,000, which is now clear 

of indebtedness; and, a dedication service was held during the 1980 

Homecoming Celebration. 

Today, the church is a strong and growing church, carrying on a full program of 

activities in all departments. 

The Cross and Flame of the church marker serves as a constant reminder to all 

who pass, of the commitment to the  

Risen Lord and His living presence in the world.  
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